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Summary

e The Constitutional Court dismissed the complaint in the case of the Czech Climate
Litigation v. Czech Republic.

e The Court's reasoning was based on the absence of binding climate law in
Czechia. As a result, the defendant ministries have neither a legal obligation to
increase their climate ambition nor responsibility for ‘legislative inaction,” since only
Parliament can enact laws.

e This does not prevent the filing of other climate lawsuits in Czechia.

Possible next steps include filing a complaint before the European Court of
Human Rights.

Summary of the proceedings to date

In 2021, a group of Czech citizens filed an administrative lawsuit against the Czech
government for its failure to act on climate change and associated human rights violations.
The plaintiffs include the climate action association Klimaticka zaloba CR, a municipality, and
four individuals. The defendants were the Ministry of the Environment, the Ministry of

Industry and Trade, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Transport, and the
Government of the Czech Republic.

After initial success before the Municipal Court in Prague in 2022 (which found that Czech
ministries acted unlawfully by failing to provide specific mitigation measures to reach the
GHG reduction goal of 55% relative to 1990), the case was dismissed in an appeal in 2023
by the Supreme Administrative Court (SAC) which overturned the initial decision. According
to the SAC, the 55 % target is an EU collective goal and does not itself constitute a specific
obligation for Czech ministries.

After a second decision of the Municipal Court to which the case was then returned and a
second decision by the Supreme Administrative Court, Czech Climate Litigation and other
plaintiffs filed a constitutional complaint in February 2025.

Decision of the Czech Constitutional Court

On 5 November 2025, the Constitutional Court (the Court) unanimously dismissed the
complaint.

In its ruling, the Court acknowledged climate change as a serious global problem. Climate
policy was ruled to be a responsibility of the legislature and executive, not courts of justice.

In its reasoning, the Court decided that defendant ministries cannot be legally responsible for
the allegedly unlawful conduct, as there is no mitigation obligation for Czech state organs in
the form of a national or European law. Without obligations set by law, (in)action of
ministries cannot be considered as unconstitutional. Absence of a climate law is a
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responsibility of the Parliament. The Constitutional Court has, in two unrelated past cases,
ruled that legislative inaction was unconstitutional.

The Court did reflect the KlimaSeniorinnen test (para 550 of the ECHR judgement Verein
KlimaSeniorinnen vs Switzerland of 9 April 2024, 53600/20). However, unlike the ECHR, the
Court could not assess the fulfillment of the climate obligation of the state as a whole, but
only of the defendant ministries.

The Court did not answer broader questions of positive climate obligations of the state or
sufficiency of current Czech climate policy.

The ruling does, however, leave open avenues for future climate litigation (and states so
explicitly).

In conclusion, neither the conduct of Czech ministries, nor decisions of administrative courts
in the case were found unconstitutional.

Next steps

Following a detailed review of the decision, further steps will be considered. By the recent
dismissal by the Constitutional Court, the way to the European Court of Human Rights is
now open.

More information (in Czech)

Press Release by the Constitutional Court:

e htips://www.usoud.cz/aktualne/klimaticka-zaloba-pred-ustavnim-soudem-neuspela-os
tatnim-stezovatelum-se-tim-vsak-cesta-neuzavira

Press Release of the Czech Climate Litigation:
e https://www.klimazaloba.cz/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Neuspech-TZ.pdf

Decision of the Constitutional Court:
e https://www.usoud.cz/fileadmin/user_upload/Tiskova_mluvci/Publikovane nalezy/202
5/p-6-25_AN.pdf
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